
Jmwry 23, 1961 

i!W . Joseph P. Webb 
The Upjohn Campsny 
Cllnical Rmmarch 
Clinlul Pharmacology Section 
Kalamazoo, Hichigm 

Dear 9r. Webb: 

Thank you for your letter of January 16. 

I f-1 that for many purposes it uou‘ld be advmtageous to have a 
complemly soluble filter - to be sure of the complete dispersion of trapped 
organisms, to enoblo the orgmlsms to beg ssparstod From the filter by 
cmtrifugation end washing, and particularly for purposes of microscopic 
wcmninaticsn of the trapped dust. ideally one would like a filter to which 
me could add water or another innocuous solvent urd which could then be 
evaporated to give a homogeneous clear film in which 07 dust was clearly 
visuaiized. At any rate, sam of ny ovm intended appllcattons would have 
thl s requi raamnt. 

To illustrsts a relatd appllcatton that would involve the mm principle, 
suppose that arm umtod to obtain tb relative viable count of alr-borno 
organ 1 sm. Thts would necessitate both the accurate disperiion of viable 
organisms and a means of vlsusliring all organisms be they 1 lvs or dead, 

I would rpproclate it If you could furnish scmm Gelfam samples that 
have not been heated and are still fully soluble. An importmt futor apart 
from sterll ity WI 11 bo the clarity of thQ solutions of these filter mterials. 
But I assIQoI that you have e related problem In manufwturing fliters thut will 
be ccmplately nontoxic andnon-irritating. if your material is not suttod, It 
may be nwossary for us to fabricata our awn pads from special ly clarl fled 
gelatin solutions. indeed, it might bo particularly helpful if WI could apply 
to you for a sample of the particularly pure gelatin that you must use in 
your manufacture of Celfoaa. 

Yours sincwely, 

Joshua l.m+erkrg 
Professor of GcAltics 


